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BATH: PRINTED BY R. CRUTTWELL., | 4 


1 
At a Meeting of the BATH PHILOSOPHICAL 


SOCIETY, ArkIL 16, 1784, 


* 


Mr. RACK having favoured the Society with the following 
very juſt Eulogium to the Memory of their late worthy and excel- 
lent aſſociate THomas CurT1s, Eſq; of this City,—** Reſolved 
„% unanimouſly, that it ſhall be recorded on their Journal, and 
that Thirty-ſix Copies thereof be printed for the uſe of the 
„ Members. Y 
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regnen SOCIETY. 


e What though we wade in wealth, or ſoar in fame! 
« Earth's higheſt ſtation ends in, © Here he lies,” 
„Aud - D to Daft concludes her able ſong.” | 


AL 


Dr. Younc. 
GENTLEMEN, 


TY. B* the inſtitution of particular ſocieties, for the promotion of intel - 

lectual improvement, the individuals who compoſe them become 
united in the pleaſing connections of one common friendſhip. The diſſo- 
lution of this connection by the death of any member, | whoſe uſefulneſs, 
and amiable qualities acquired him general eſteem, muſt, therefore, affect 
the minds of his aſſociates with ſenſations peculiarly painful. While the 
remembrance of his ſervices afford pleaſure, this pleaſure ' is imbittered 


by the reflection, that thoſe ſervices are (terminated for ever. 


ccel- 
ved 
and 


f the 


I have no doubt but that every member preſent feels theſe remarks veri- 
hed in the much-regretted loſs of our ingenious and worthy Colleague, 


Mr. CuzxT1s, and has already paid the virtuous tribute of a tear to his 
memory. | | 


To delineate, with juſtice, a character ſo truly reſpectable, requires a 
much abler pen than mine ;—but as there is a refined pleaſure in comme- 
morating the uſefulneſs, and amiable qualities of thoſe we have loved, I 


B | | have 


4 7 


hope it will not be deemed impertinent if I'attempt to-expreſ# my feeling 
on this ſolemn event, as a memorial of that eſteem which is juſtly due w 


his virtues. # 

Whether we conſider him as having been a generqus and acuvetpromate or 
of laudable public deſigns ; or trace him in the leſs conſpicuous, though TO 
equally uſeful, ſphere of domeſtic and ſocial life, he was OF entitled u mos 

our regard and eſteem. ä 80 l 

; 4 guiſhed 

To Mr, Cuxris, as the Far ER of this Society, FRY members are experie 

| meaſurably indebted for the pleaſure it has afforded them. He was the fir neſs of 
| propoſer of the inſtitution, and had a principal hand in forming thoſe rules the wer, 
E by which it, has been conducted; —and I ſcarcely need remind you hon ned the 
45 conſtant he was in attending our meetings, and ſolicitous: to promote the them :— 
eſſential purpoſes, of their eſtabliſhment.  By-you,. in particulan, his ſet- and (in 

vices and amiable. manners will be long remembered wich a plaaſine Vene- habitati 

Wan. Havit 

| As.a Governor of the GNERAL ee ische U nie care and added t. 
| attention to the proper management of that noble Charity; his :dili bad 
gence in viſiting the Wards, in attending Committes and in-ſeeing chat ta N branche, 

| patients had every neceſſary, and comfortable nenen were exet- SCENT 
2 ciſed with unremitting aſſiduity. % * 
Influenced, by diftates of the moſt refined nt, hav was alſo a vam Rag 

promoter of the PauPER CHARITY here, and the ſeveral Pub Hoſpital mind. 

and Infirmaries in the Cities of BzrsToL and . 4 applauſe 

of virtue. 

He was alſo one of the firſt and moſt active ee vs of the Agricultur 
Society, inſtituted in the Year 1776; and continued a Viez-PRESIDENT In pri; 


and imitation 
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and ſteady promoter of it; to the commencement of that diſorder which 
removed him from this to an infinitely better world. 

# 

But it was not to Public Iuſtiturionr that the-ſtream' of his benevolence 
was confined :—Flowing from a principle ſuperior to the deſire of human 
applauſe, it found many ſecret channels unnoticed by the world ; and was 
often privately extended to modeſt merit in diſtreſs. Many who lan- 
guiſhed in ſecret under the accumulated preſſure of affliftion and poverty, 
experienced in him a kind and liberal benefactor. He had a peculiar ſoft- 
neſs of manners, which, to a mind ſuſceptible of delicate feelings, leſſened 
the weight, while it increaſed the value of an obligation. Thus he ſweet- 
ned the tendereſt offices of humanity by the manner in which he performed 
them: And thus from the eyes of many he wiped the filent tear of ſorrow, 
and (in the language of the inſpired Oriental n. 8 made joyful the 


habitations of woe.” 


Having had the advantage of a very good; though private education, 
added to an excellent underſtanding, and being of a- ſtudious turn of 
mind, his knowledge in the Claſſics,» in polite Literature, and in various 
branches of Philoſophy, was by no means inconſiderable; —and having a 
general acquaintance in the genteel cirele of life, he was well read in 
men as well as books. Nor was he leſs remarkable for that modeſt 
diffdence which indicates true politeneſs, and a liberal well-cultivated 
mind. He ſought rather to be ful than popular—to merit, than to court 
applauſe ; and under a ſtrong conviction of the real beauty and excellence 


of virtue, attempted not to deck himſelf in colours that will quickly fade. 
icultun 


SIDENT, In private life his character was truly reſpectable, and worthy of general | 
and imitation, Integrity, canddur, liberality of Tentimetit, and a pious regard 


to 


1 


ehe great duties of religion, were uniformly conſpicuous throughout 


conduct. In him they were not the conſequence of thoſe ſudden tempo. i cod uced 


vary impulſes which ſometimes force conviction upon the mind, but re. pits On & 
ſulted from a well-founded evidence of, and permanent veneration for, the f (Oe 
divine precepts of Chriſtianity. ho can- 

rith the 


hich ist 


In the tender relatives of a Huſband and a Father, he was diſtinguiſh- 
ably 1 e and affectionate. 


Theſe | 
In we cultivation of the Social ER his natural politeneſs, and chear- bject bei 
ful diſpoſition, rendered him a pleafirs companion and * r integrity rvivors, 
and honour, a cordial and ſteady friend. | wakenin 
| : send. 
Thus, having in the general tenor of his life, acted up to that ſtandard of hich oc 
rectitude which confers on human nature its greateſt dignity, he poſſeſſed, ould be 
at its awful cloſe, that internal compoſure, which is, of all terreſtrial good, 

the moſt excellent and defirable;— | Itheref 
2 | r late |} 
"OY Oy Rn , Fa tisfatio 

The ſouls calm ſunſhine, and the heartfelt joy.” Porr. ; 
| | | CRT 5 itely ſu; 

Bleſſed with a genteel fortune, exceedingly happy in his neareſt connec - 

tions, and ſurrounded by friends who eſteemed and loved him; how plex But I 
ſing, how flattering; muſt have been his proſpects !—How alarming the etch of 
attack, which (at its beginning) he ſeemed ſenſible would diſſolve every ho is bet 
record 


tender tie draw the veil of darkneſs over every preſent object of pleaſing 
contemplation, and cloſe the ſcene for ever! Yet (I am informed) he met W 
this ſhock with calmneſs, and ſupported it with the fortitude and reſigns | 
tion of a Chriſtian ;—a reſignation founded, not on the uncertain hope of 
overcoming his affliction, but of eſcaping from its preſſure, The ſerenity 
N | produced 


Barn, 
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WS roduced by ſuch an idea, poſſeſſes, of all others, the greateſt dignity : It 
jlþ eſts on a baſis immutably fixed upon ſomething far above the revolution 
f ſublunary things, It is the peculiar, the ineſtimable privilege of thoſe 
ho can take a retroſpect of the paſt without a bluſh, and look forward 
ith the humble confidence that Virtue inſpires to that ſuperior world 
hich-is the ultimate deſtination of an Immortal Spirit. 


Theſe reflections cannot be conſidered as the incenſe of adulation—their 

bje& being now removed far beyond the reach of human praiſe. To his 
rvivors, they may prove uſeful, by exerting a virtuous emulation, and 
wakening conſiderations on the great purpoſes of life, its uncertainty and 

s end, They are the effuſions of a mind ſenſibly affected by the event 

hich occaſioned them, and impreſſed with ene which [ wiſh r not ous 
ould be ſpeedily eraſed, 4 


I therefore hope they will be accepted as a tribute due to the memory of 
r late honourable friend, who, although taken from us, we have the 


tisfaction of believing is now r happy i in the enjoyment of an in- 
itely ſuperior reward. 


onnec- | | 
But I cannot eaſily conclude, without expreſſing a wiſh, that this little 


etch of the virtues of our late worthy aſſociate may excite ſome member, 
ho is better qualified, to draw up a teſtimonial of your eſteem, lis 6960 
recorded on our journal. | 


ng the 


> every 


leaſing 
he met I have the honour to be, 
eſigna- I 


Moſt reſpectfully, your's, | \ 
hope of ; 


ſerenity 
roduced BaTH, April 6, 1784. 


EDMUND RACE. 
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